Celebrating Success

2nd Annual
Starfish Thrower
Awards

January 15, 2009

Little_America Hotel
Cheyenne, WY

ST
%%“ N
\ﬂk%
Wyomlng

Department
of Health




Person in Recovery from Substance Abuse:

Javier Maldonado entered treatment at Curran-Seeley’'s Spanish
Language Program after a DUI conviction. He wasfitst graduate of
that program which itself received a Starfish TheesvAward last year.
Throughout treatment, Mr. Maldonado began makingiceable
changes, which was evidence of his desire for regov He began
volunteering at the DUI Victim Impact Panel andaaspeaker, tells his
story as a drunk driver and the consequences assdcwith his
behavior.

At this time, Mr. Maldonado has three years andccdhmonths of
sobriety; and as one of the pioneers of the Spdrasiguage Treatment
Program, he and other group members started a Spapeaking AA
group. He reports that he never intended to hisriMife, children, and
loved ones and is thankful to the Teton County teystem and law
enforcement for giving him the chance of recovery.

Person in Recovery from Mental IlIness:

Dallas Curry is a peer specialist employed by Peak WellnesseCém
Laramie to work with persons suffering from menlialess. Dallas has
made his life an example of the difference one@ersn make. He is a
compassionate mentor and a courageous advocate.

Dallas’ willingness to share his story opens therdor others to have
hope, to gain awareness, and to reduce the ovanwigelburden of
discrimination that plagues those who may struggtk having a mental
illness. Dallas demonstrates on a daily basisctheage, wisdom, and
ability to articulate insight, which allows both rgumers and
professionals to learn from his cumulative expergsn



Outstanding Public Servant:

Judge Haws played a pivotal role in the development and omgo
success of the Sublette County Treatment Courtlienteentered,
strength based therapeutic drug court funded stthebugh the County.
Team members who nominated him praised Judge Hawshik
leadership role with the Treatment Court. The 8ubl County
Treatment Court Program Evaluation for this yeatest “All team
members attribute stability of the program and tpesichanges in
FY07-08 to the effective leadership of Judge Haws.”

Judge Haws utilizes best practices from a Systei@asé Wraparound
model which assures individualized, culturally catgmt practices;
holding offenders accountable, while also recogwjzi natural

consequences and individual strengths in people. h&s brought the
most innovative and humane approaches to servimgettvith addiction

issues in the most frontier areas of Wyoming. déidication has proven
to be a successful effort in improving the livesl dhe communities in
Sublette County.

Community Coalitions:

Wyoming is struggling with ways to provide earlsnd more effective
interventions for children and families. With highop-out rates, out-of-
home placements, and children in need of mentaltheservices,

Albany County SAGE has stepped up to address these issues
implementing a community Systems of Care approatlvany County

Sage asks at-risk families what they need andtasfism in meeting
those needs. This model program coordinates egiservices and
works to provide other services so that child adify needs are met in
the community. With a small staff and a coalitioihvolunteers, they
assist families to believe in their own strengthBublic and private
entities serve on committees within the site, jagnforces to strengthen
families who in turn strengthen the community.

by



SAGE West in Teton County is a community coalition that has
integrated the work of a number of agencies angraros to meet the
needs of children and families, developing a systéroare integrating
the efforts of multiple local and state programs.

SAGE West has dealt successfully with the uniquelehges of serving
low income families who work and attend school agklson, but cannot
afford to live there. Many working families mustd 90 minutes south
of Jackson and commute, regardless of the weathed most
necessarily work two jobs (and sometimes thred)tjumake ends meet.
The children of the working families commute to Kikan with their
parents to attend school. SAGE West works to riieeheeds of these
families rather than requiring the families to mebe needs and
schedules of the programs. This program is seem rasdel for other
Wyoming communities.

Mental Health Therapist:

Wendy Wiecki facilitates Sex Offender Group, Sex Offender Issue
Group, Trauma and Recovery Group and SubstanceeABGusup on
Dorm Four of the Wyoming Boys’ School in Worlan8ince 1994, Ms.
Wiecki has focused her skills and treatment apgrdacserve high risk
students placed at this facility by the courts.r tieatment does not stop
with her students. Ms. Wiecki is often involvedtirerapy sessions with
the student’s family and victims. These sessiosada all involved and
clear the path for reunification and re-entry ithie student’s home and
home community.

The students Ms. Wiecki serves are often producéximeme abuse and
neglect. Her caring and confident approach totrreat provides

students with the tools they need to accept respiitsfor their past

crimes; additionally, it allows them to feel safiedasecure enough to
disclose and process their own abuse issues inrenvead caring

environment.



Substance Abuse Ther apist:

Dr. James Haller has tirelessly devoted his life to helping othekse
consistently responds to those who find themsealveged of assistance
in their attempts to overcome their addictions. hde stepped up to help
not only in his local arena, but throughout thet&taHelprin to start the
DePaul Hospital's Chemical Dependency Program wagvearding
experience for Dr. Haller. He has contributed gigantly to expanding
the AA program in this community, has volunteeredowversee the
Wyoming Professionals Assistance Program for mamwars;, and
continues to serve those in need. There were aeirmtances when
parties called needing his help when he droppedytueg, got in his
airplane, and transported them to an intensivenresat facility out of
state. It was the only facility equipped to assisise individuals and Dr.
Haller willingly sacrificed his time and resourdeshelp them. This is
just one example of his dedication to the prograensb diligently
supports. For over 30 years he has unselfishlgrgivis time, energy,
emotional, and financial resources to help thosk addictions.

Advocate:

Leon Chamberlain became a Veterans Advocate in November of 2007.
This pilot program, funded by the Department of leand managed by
the Wyoming Military Department, was establishedassist veterans
and their families on issues surrounding servicehtr nation. Leon
played a major role in creating the program andcamvincing the
Legislature to fund it.

Since he began, Leon has sought out over 400 semv&nbers and has
met with service members in every community in Wymgn Out of his
own pocket he purchased a small van because heotiidant a simple
detail like lodging hampering his efforts. Sonreds, even in the worst
Wyoming weather, he can be seen criss-crossing Wypron his
Harley, a tool he uses to connect with service namblt is hard not to
engage in conversation with a Harley riding coundel

A member of the Wyoming Army National Guard, Learlunteered to
deploy for one year beginning in April of 2009. Id&l not have to
volunteer; and when asked why he did so, he regmbrlat service
members are his family and how does he best sesviamily if he is

not able to completely relate to their service, stiing he believes is
only fully achieved by accompanying them to war.



Outstanding Program:

The Fremont County Alcohol Crisis Center is a non-profit, sociel
detoxification facility which has been in existensmce October of
2000. Initially, the Center operated on a fedgm@nt. The City of
Riverton and the Fremont County Commissioners etk contributed
significantly to the Center. For the past five nggathe Wyoming
Department of Health, Mental Health and Substanbeisd Services
Division, has been the primary funding source far Center.

Services provided include social detoxificationhwmedical monitoring,
pre-treatment education, short-term transitionalusiiey, 12-Step
programming, 24- hour sober support, and courtredibreathalyzers.
The Crisis Center continues to make a differengeewples’ lives and in
the community. Numerous clients have maintainesr thobriety for
more than one year and several for up to eightsysi@ace admission at
the Center. Many who maintain their sobriety hdwghered their
education as well as become successfully employetl @oductive
citizens of the community. Many former clients Balso regained the
custody of their children after a period of con@dwsobriety.

Outstanding Youth:

Megan Kelly is only 16 years-old but Schizophrenia has beparaof

her life since she was eight. Megan’s brother tladdhood onset
schizophrenia, paranoid subtype. Megan is not anggrong advocate
for her brother, but also works hard to advocatedeeryone with a
mental illness. Megan is a member of N.A.M.I. (Naal Alliance for

the Mentally Ill) and is also on the Board of Dit@s of her local
N.A.M.I. affiliate.

Megan has worked to educate classmates and teatthenake them

aware of what Schizophrenia. She has done thosigiir writing essays,
handing information to anyone who is confused, miggimed or just has
no idea what mental illness is all about. Megaisesa awareness
because she has witnessed first hand how often amdirtess is

misunderstood and how that has affected her brotret her family.

Megan wants to help erase stigma so that it caeflbeeveryone. She
also plans to continue her education in the fieidPsychology after
graduating from high school.



Parent in Recovery:

Ms. Viola Antelope spent years in an abusive marriage; but through
work with counselors at With Eagles Wings Counggl8ervice on the
Wind River Indian Reservation (WRIR), Viola has kdper family
together and brought them into counseling as well.

When her divorce was finalized last fall, Violaaieted custody of her
two natural children, as well as three younger &etbpchildren.
Although there was no provision for child suppat the three younger
children, one of whom has extensive medical andtahdrealth issues,
Viola works full-time and is managing to suppor flamily unit.

Viola’s recovery has benefited not only her imméaitamily, but also
youth across the WRIR. Through her role as a esasadwith the Wind
River Reservation UNITY Council, a local tribal ybugroup, Viola
inspires countless teens to live a healthy lifesty setting the example
herself.

Special Recognition:

John McMahan retired on August 31, 2008 after 41 years of serat

Northern Wyoming Mental Health Center, most regea its Executive
Director since 1987. Serving youth and adultsesuffy from mild to

serious mental illness and substance abuse dispiderthern was one
of the first multi-county comprehensive mental keatenters in

Wyoming.

John first joined Northern in Buffalo as county ragar and clinician in

1967, charged with establishing an out-patient alemalth service in
Johnson County. John served the rural populatitim eedication, often

traveling to the far reaches of Johnson Countyenoraining in the office

during evening hours to provide marriage and fanglyunseling

services. He provided those services in the Saerahd Gillette offices,
as well, all the while fulfilling his managerial @program development
responsibilities for Johnson County.

As awareness of the need for mental health serngoas, John helped
to develop programs to serve that need, and in,188%as promoted to
program director for the five counties then sergdNorthern. In 1987,
John was selected to lead the organization axésEive Director.



John played an important part in shaping mentaltinesrvices across
the State, regularly volunteering to pilot new patg. He was always
willing to take the risk if it meant Northern woulze able to help a
brooder population or better serve existing clientblis colleagues
describe him as a kind and compassionate soul avilkomprehensive
knowledge of a deep commitment to mental healthices.

Special Recognition:

The Board of Central Wyoming Counseling and its executive
director Mike Huston opened a new facility in Casper, Wyoming;
broadening state’s capacity to provide substanceselreatment. This
could not have been done without the active supgdite Governor, the
state legislature, the Wyoming Department of Headthd the Casper
community. Many other organizations and individualsre involved
throughout the process. This Starfish Award isdoognition of all of
their efforts.

Casper City officials and the Tate Foundation re@sd community
problems, it's strengths, weaknesses, and gaperwices in Casper. The
Community Facilitation Initiative, a group of 19 raerned/interested
citizens, that worked with professional facilitatohired to conduct a
series of meetings and interviews with a wide vgriegf community
agencies. Casper Police Chief Tom Pagel hostediessaf meetings
with community partners including representativesf foundations in
Casper as well as the Daniels Fund from Denver. MaMurry
Foundation, Neil and Doris McMurry, The Daniels Bumand City of
Casper, and Central Wyoming Counseling Center,Miagtin Family
Foundation, Zimmerman Foundation, Wyoming Community
Foundation, First Interstate Bank and Foundatioell\Wargo Bank, The
True Family Foundation, Town of Mills, Wyoming, Tavef Evansville,
Wyoming, Goodstein Foundation, Blue Envelope Heklind, Kinskey
Foundation all made financial contributions towattuks project.

The community and these contributors provided thiéacs to build the
facility; the taxpayers of the state, through thpport of the legislature,
provided the funds to operate it. The board andf st Central

Wyoming Counseling provide the direction and hardrkwvto make
certain it makes a difference in the lives of thagleo suffer from

addiction and their families.



